How to Write Your 5 Paragraph Background Report for the Science Fair Project
This is a background or informational report not a report on your project’s procedures.
The purpose of the background report is to:
· Determine the topic of your experiment or hypothesis.

· Determine 3 main ideas or concepts your topic contains and that will guide your experiment.

Example:

· Topic: Hydroponics  
· Hypothesis (which will set the foundation for your thesis statement, but should not be your thesis statement itself): Hydroponics is a more cost efficient way to grow food.  
· Thesis statement:  Research has been done in the past to prove hydroponics could be the cost efficient way to grow fruits and vegetables because they grow larger and faster without using soil.  
· The above example of a thesis statement contains 3 main ideas that could be written about.:

· First Main Idea: Explanation of what hydroponics is.  
· Second Main Idea: The cost of growing things in hydroponics.  
· Third Main Idea:  The comparison of fruits and vegetables grown in hydroponics to those grown in soil.
Structure of Background Research Report
· Introductory paragraph.  
· Include sentences that tell the importance of your topic.  
· In the above example, our food supply depends on fruits and vegetables, so this is a very important topic.  You should elaborate on this importance.

· Your introductory paragraph should include your thesis statement.  
· Use a transition sentence to bridge to paragraph two.

· Paragraph two 

· Paragraph about the first main idea of your thesis statement.  
· Use supporting details

· Use a transition sentence to bridge to your second main idea.
· Paragraph three 
· The paragraph about the second main idea.  
· Use supporting details

· This would be quotes and information you did in your online and library research.  

· Use a transition sentence to bridge to your third main idea.

· Paragraph four 

· The paragraph about the third main idea.  
· Use supporting details

· This would be quotes and information you did in your online and library research.  

· Use a transition sentence to bridge to your conclusion main idea.

· Paragraph five: Conclusion
·  Summarizes the last three paragraphs.  
· You must also rephrase your thesis statement and write it in this paragraph.
Other Requirements

· Copy pages from the five sources you found 
· Highlight quotes and information from these pages you used in your report.

· You MUST include QUOTATIONS, AND PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS  using either MLA or APA format (I will tell you which format to use) when you use the information from your sources and when quoting them.  
· Include the page number.  
· If the student from the above example on hydroponics used information from Dr. Greenthumb, they would document it like this: (Greenthumb p. 608)
· You MUST  have a BIBLIOGRAPHY
· Your essay MUST demonstrate formal style (no personal pronouns, ex: I, you, me, we, etc. i.e. no first-person or second person)
· Your writing must demonstrate good grammar, spelling and punctuation.

· Use transition words and sentences

Common Core Standards
Grade 8. Writing Standards. #2 a-f., 4, 5, 6, 7, 8; 

Grades 6-8 Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects. #2 a-f.

Schoolwide Learning Expectations

Effective Communicators

Critical Thinkers

Knowledgeable in Technology
